
Ms. Paula Icenogle 
Lead Teacher - Room 1 (Infant)

Ms. Paula has worked at Wesley for nearly 19 years. She received her associate degree 
in applied science for child development, holds a Level 4 Early Childhood Credential, as 
well as a Level 4 Infant Toddler Credential. During her time at Wesley, she has worked 
with a variety of age groups, but you’ll typically find her in the infant room. She loves 
working at the center and watching the babies grow and learn.

Ms. Paula loves to read. Her family loves the St. Louis Cardinals and going to theme 
parks.
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The staff at Wesley are enjoying the beginning of a new school year and the start of fall, and 
with a new season comes new smiling faces. We would like to share a bit about ourselves with 
Wesley families so you can get to know us, just as we have had the privilege to get to know your 
children. 

Ms. Lynne Branham 
Director

Ms. Faith is from Herrick, IL, and just recently began working at Wesley. She has a 
degree in speech pathology and audiology. She loves the atmosphere at Wesley. 
As a teacher, Ms. Faith enjoys feeling valued and working with fellow staff who do a 
wonderful job with the kids to help further their development.

Ms. Faith and her husband have been married for three years. They are expecting 
their first child, Theodore Michael, in January! They love the St. Louis Blues, gelato, 
and Jesus.

Ms. Faith Barnett 
Lead Teacher - Room 1 (Infant)

Ms. Lynne recently became the director at Wesley and is from DeLand, FL. She earned her 
master’s degree in Early Childhood Education and has worked in the field for 20 years. She 
has worked in daycare centers, taught preschool, 3rd, 5th, 6th, 7th, 10th, and 12th grades, 
and developed curriculum for students with learning challenges. Additionally, she has 
worked in higher education administration at various colleges as the Director of Learning 
Support and Disability Services and taught college classes. Ms. Lynne recently worked in 
community mental health where she worked with children experiencing mental health 
issues (including autism, ADHD, and other behavioral disorders). 

Wesley United Methodist Church is Ms. Lynne’s church. She loves the people, passion 
for ministry, and the opportunities it gives her to be the hands and feet of Christ. She is 
humbled to serve in the ministry of Wesley Christian Child Development Center.

Ms. Lynne has been married to her husband, Keith, for nearly 28 years. Together, they enjoy 
college sports, volunteering in their community, and keeping up with their grandchildren.



Ms. Jennifer is from Quincy and just began working at Wesley this fall. She holds 
certifications in SIDS/SUID/AAP Safe Sleep and SBS/Traumatic Brain Injury. Ms. Jennifer 
has an associate degree in elementary education and is currently working towards a 
bachelor’s in child development administration. Her favorite part about Wesley is the 
amazing atmosphere and working with the children.

Ms. Jennifer loves to read, go biking, hiking, and being outdoors. She enjoys Harry Potter 
books and collectibles. Ms. Jennifer has been married for 12 years and has a four-year-
old son.

Ms. Amber Siemens 
Lead Teacher - Room 2 (Infant/Toddler)

Ms. Jennifer Bergan 
Lead Teacher - Room 2 (Infant/Toddler)

Ms. Amber grew up in Ft. Green and now lives in LaHarpe. She received her associate degree 
in child development from Carl Sandburg College and has been working at Wesley since 
December 2007. She holds a Level 4 Early Childhood Credential and Level 4 Infant Toddler 
Credential. Ms. Amber loves working with children and enjoys all of the amazing staff she 
gets to work alongside at Wesley.

Ms. Amber has two sons (Keegan & Maxwell) and a step-daughter (Addy). She has a jack 
russel (Bailey) and a golden retriever (Bella). Her favorites include dark chocolate, pasta, 
salad, and frozen hot chocolate from Dairy Queen. Her family is her world, and she loves 
spending time with them.

Ms. Leslie has been at Wesley since mid-2019 and is currently in Room 5. She is from 
LaGrange, MO. Ms. Leslie holds an associate degree in early childhood education, is CPR 
certified, and has her para education license. Ms. Leslie’s favorite parts about Wesley are 
the staff, sweet kids, and families. 

Ms. Leslie is a mother to two boys (1 & 3). She enjoys reading, attending concerts, and 
spending time with friends. She has always had a passion for teaching and learning.

Ms. Leslie Powers 
Lead Teacher - Room 5 (2 year olds)

Ms. Marci is from Astoria and moved to Macomb in July 2018. She began working at Wesley 
earlier this year and has three years of experience teaching Pre-K and more than 10 years of 
experience working with children. Ms. Marci earned her associate degree in early childhood 
development and is first aid and CPR accredited. She has ECE Credential Level 4 and Infant 
Toddler Credential Level 3. Ms. Marci loves the positive environment at Wesley and how 
everyone is willing to help where needed.

Ms. Marci has two children, Ashley (20) and Eli (17). She enjoys spending time with her 
family, crafting, and researching Pinterest for fun plans to incorporate in the classroom. Ms. 
Marci loves going to movies with her kids, chocolate, and watching Prime, Hulu, and Netflix.

Ms. Marcia (Marci) Weiss 
Lead Teacher - Room 6 (2-3 year olds)
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Ms. Susan has been a teacher at Wesley for 25 years. During her time at Wesley, she has 
worked in all of the classrooms, multiple times. She is originally from Tremont, IL. Ms. 
Susan attended WIU and holds an ECE 3 Credential and an Infant/Toddler 2 Credential. 
The children are her favorite part of working at Wesley. She enjoys watching them grow 
up and turn into amazing individuals. 

Ms. Susan has been married to her husband, Mark, for 41 years. She has two daughters 
and eight grandchildren. She enjoys spending time with her grandchildren, reading, and 
quilting. Her favorite vacation spot is Destin, FL.

Ms. Amber King 
Lead Teacher - Room 6 (2-3 year olds)

Ms. Susan Hoke 
Lead Teacher - Room 8

Ms. Amber recently started working at Wesley and can be seen in Rooms 6 and 8. She is 
from Macomb and earned her bachelor’s degree in early childhood administration. She 
enjoys the focused approach teachers have with children at Wesley.

Ms. Amber is the mother to three girls—Alyssa (11), Skylar (9), and Ashlynn (8). She has been 
married to her husband, Josh, for 12 years. In her free time, she enjoys spending time with 
her family.

Ms. Morganne started working at Wesley this year, and during her time, has worked with 
a variety of age groups. She’s currently working in Room 8. Ms. Morganne is from Bluffs, 
IL, and is pursuing a degree in elementary education. She has a passion for teaching and 
is excited to gain additional experience toward her future career while at Wesley.

Ms. Morganne enjoys spending time with her friends, family, doing crafts, and traveling 
to new places. 

Ms. Morganne Sharrow 
Lead Teacher - Room 8
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Ms. Janet is the Director of the Regional Office of Education #26 Preschool for All 
Program. She received her bachelor’s degree in elementary education and master’s 
degree in educational administration from Western Illinois University. She holds Illinois 
Professional Educator Licenses in Early Childhood and Elementary Education. Ms. Janet 
has been teaching Pre-K for 26 years and has been teaching Pre-K as the Preschool 
for All Teacher at Wesley since 2006. Ms. Janet is in room 8 in the mornings, following 
Macomb School District’s schedule.

Ms. Janet John 
Room 8 (Preschool for All)



Ms. De’Laney Breen 
Lead Teacher (School Age)

Ms. Hunter is from Good Hope and has worked at Wesley for almost two years. As a 
child, she also attended Wesley and enjoys now being able to give back in a new role. 
During her time as a teacher, she has worked in all of the classrooms. Ms. Hunter loves 
Wesley and seeing the kids everyday at the center. She’s currently pursuing a degree in 
early childhood education from WIU.

Ms. Hunter grew up in the Macomb area and has three younger siblings, a sister (17) 
and two brothers (10 & 12). Outside of working at Wesley, she also holds two other jobs. 
In her free time, she enjoys spending time with her friends, family, and her boyfriend.

Ms. Hunter Griffith 
Assistant Teacher - Room 2 (Infant/Toddler)

Ms. De’Laney has worked at Wesley for the last two years and has experience working with 
all of the age groups. You can find her in several different classrooms in the mornings and 
with school agers in the afternoons. Ms. De’Laney is from Omaha, IL, and is pursuing a 
degree in elementary education.
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Ms. Kaley has worked at Wesley for over a year and has experience working with all 
of the age groups. She is from Blandinsville and is currently working on her bachelor’s 
degree in middle level education, with endorsements in literacy, social studies, and 
special education.

Ms. Kaley is married and lives right outside of Blandinsville. She has a pitbull named 
Vivianne. In her free time she enjoys reading and doing yoga.

Ms. Kaley Havel 
Lead Teacher (School Age)

Ms. Emily has worked in nearly every classroom and has been at Wesley almost two 
years. She is from Macomb and holds an ECE Level 1 Certification and is also a paramedic 
specialist. Her daughter, Freya, attends Wesley and she loves the community and teachers’ 
dedication.

Ms. Emily loves spending time with her two year old daughter. Together, they enjoying 
reading, singing, and shopping.

Ms. Emily Hall 
Assistant Teacher (Multiple Classrooms)



Ms. Claire is from Macomb and has worked at Wesley since 2017. She is CPR and First 
Aid qualified. Ms. Claire is currently working toward an Associate of Arts and to be 
teacher qualified. She enjoys the kids at Wesley and their friendly smiles and warm 
greetings.

Fun fact...Ms. Claire was a nanny in Australia for six months! She has a twin brother, 
as well as a younger brother. Ms. Claire also has a Siberian Husky that she loves! She 
enjoys coffee and the Chicago Cubs. 

Ms. Claire Brown 
Assistant Teacher - Room 1 (Infant)

Ms. Keganne is from Minonk, IL, and has been at Wesley since 2018. She is currently 
attending WIU and pursuing a degree in elementary education. Ms. Keganne has worked in 
all of the classrooms, and you can currently find her in Room 5. What she loves most about 
working at Wesley are the kids and families. She also enjoys working with all of her co-workers.

Ms. Keganne comes from a large family and is the oldest of six and second oldest of 18 
grandchildren. She lives in Carthage with her boyfriend and two cats (Dusty & Coon). She 
loves music and watching movies, especially Disney!

Ms. Keganne Ludwig 
Lead Teacher (School Age/Multiple Classrooms)

Mr. Brett Hildebrandt 
Lead Teacher (School Age/Room 8)

Ms. Sami is from Plainfield, IL, and has been teaching at Wesley, working with all age groups,  
since 2017. You can usually find her in rooms one or two. She is pursuing a bachelor’s 
degree in early childhood education from WIU. Her favorite part of working at Wesley is 
seeing the children’s faces and watching them grow every day.

Ms. Sami is a huge family person, and when at home, lives with her mom, step-sister, and 
step-father. Her sister has a little boy named Mateo. Ms. Sami’s hobbies include working 
out, being outside, and binging Netflix series. She is a coffee addict and loves to shop. Early 
childhood education is her passion; she loves working with children; and she can’t wait to 
become a classroom teacher. 

Ms. Samantha (Sami) Jensen 
Lead Teacher (Multiple Classrooms)

Mr. Brett has worked at Wesley for the last two years in almost all of the classrooms. He 
currently can be seen in Room 8 and with the school age kids. He is from Schaumburg, IL, 
and holds an associate degree in science (biology). Mr. Brett is currently pursuing a degree in 
special education from WIU. He enjoys watching the kids at Wesley grow through the years 
and making connections with them.

Mr. Brett enjoys backpacking, rock climbing, camping, slacklining, and anything outdoors.  
 
Fun fact: Mr. Brett wants to start an outdoor ed school for people with special needs. 
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Ms. Aly has been working at Wesley since early 2018. During her time at Wesley, she has 
been able to work with all of the age groups and is currently a floater. Ms. Aly is from 
Tampico, IL. She is school age teacher qualified in CPR and in first aid. She is currently 
pursuing a degree in special education and elementary education. Her favorite part of 
working at Wesley is coming in and seeing all of the kids. 

Ms. Aly has two nieces back home named Ellie (5) and Adalie (3).

Ms. Brianna Rogers 
Lead Teacher (Rooms 5 & 6) 

Ms. Aly Wetzell 
Assistant Teacher (Multiple Classrooms)

Ms. Brianna has worked at Wesley for one year, and in her time, has worked with a variety of 
age groups. She is from Freeport, IL, and is working toward earning her bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education. Her favorite part about working at Wesley is all of the amazing staff and 
children, as it’s a nice break in her day to be able to come in and work with great people.

Ms. Brianna has one younger brother who is a senior in high school. Her mother is a 
registered nurse. Ms. Brianna loves traveling and going on new adventures. She is obsessed 
with roller coasters and reality TV shows.
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Mr. Daniel just recently joined the Wesley staff and is from Riverside, IL. He is both CPR and First Aid certified. 
He currently attends WIU where he’s pursing a degree in Spanish education with a minor in sociology. Mr. 
Daniel enjoys working at Wesley because it’s a great environment to work in, the staff are welcoming, and 
everyone is passionate about working with the children.

Mr. Daniel enjoys playing and following sports. He is an avid traveler and has visited 10 different countries. 
He also enjoys trying new foods.

Mr. Daniel Nava 
Lead Teacher Room 8 & School Age

Ms. Rebecca is from Canton, IL and has been at Wesley since 2018. She will graduate with her bachelor’s 
degree in elementary education in May. Her favorite part of working at Wesley is all of the kids.

Ms. Rebecca enjoys reading, watching Netflix, and spending time with her family and dog.

Ms. Rebecca Johnson 
Assistant Teacher


